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“what an awesome 
place this is!  
This is none other 
than the house of God. 
This is the gate of 
heaven.” 
GENESIS 28:17 



ANTICIPATION: BETHEL
‘First mention’ of God’s House (Genesis 28) gives vital clues: 
• Heaven and earth connected (v12) 
• Angelic activity/involvement (v12) 
• History and destiny; legacy and inheritance (v13) 
• Promise of growth and multiplication (v14) 
• To be a blessing to all nations (v14) 
• God’s presence and provision (v15-16) 
• An awesome place (v17) 
• The House of God (v17) 
• The gate/gateway go heaven (v17) 
• Resulting in worship and honour (tithes) (v22)
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ANTICIPATION: HOREB
‘First mention’ of “My people” (Exodus 3) gives more clues: 
• Known and seen by God (v7,9) 
• Presence of God (“I have come down”, v8) 
• Rescued from oppression (v8,9) 
• Promised an inheritance (v8) 
• Brought into a good and spacious place (v8) 
• Led by a ‘saviour’ sent from God (v10) 

Cf. Exodus 6:5-8
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Jesus and his church
First mention of the ekklesia - Matthew 16:13-19

WHO DO 
PEOPLE SAY 
THE SON OF 

MAN IS?

WHO DO 
YOU SAY 

I AM?

JOHN… 
ELIJAH… 

JEREMIAH… 
PROPHET…

YOU ARE 
THE 

MESSIAH, 
THE SON OF 
THE LIVING 

GOD!

BLESSED ARE 
YOU! 

MY FATHER 
REVEALED 

THIS TO YOU!

AND ON 
THIS ROCK 

I WILL BUILD 
MY 

EKKLESIA

I WILL GIVE 
YOU THE KEYS 

OF THE 
KINGDOM

AND FORCES 
OF DEATH WILL 

NOT 
OVERPOWER IT

Revelation Response

1 2 3

CRUCIAL 
QUESTION!
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BUILDING ON THE ROCK
Jesus responds to Peter’s God-given revelation: 
•By changing His name/identity - to “Peter” (petros, a ‘stone’ or ‘boulder’) 

and in so doing by giving him a new destiny… 
•By declaring He will build His Church on this “rock” (petra, ‘bedrock’, ‘solid 

or native rock, rising up through the earth) 
The petra (bedrock) is Christ Himself (cf. Mt 7:24) and Peter’s revelation of 
this fact (“You are the Christ”)!  Thus: 
•Whilst Peter himself becomes a foundational ministry (a ‘rock’) in the early 

church (cf. Acts 2)…it’s his revelation of Christ (the ‘bedrock’) that makes 
him so, and it’s this that the Church is built on!  

•The same revelation (“You are the Christ”) is the foundation of the faith of 
every believer.  
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‘EKKLESIA’
• The NT word translated ‘church’ is ekklesia, from ek (out from, out to) and 

kaléō (to call) - hence ‘called-out’ and specifically ‘an assembly’ of those 
called-out. 

• Ekklesia was a secular word meaning: a gathering of citizens called out 
from their homes into some public place; an assembly of the people 
convened at a public place for discussion/decision (cf. Ac 19:39) or for 
religious purposes (cf. Ac 7:38; Heb 2:12), etc.  

• In the NT it is people called out from the world and to God, the outcome 
being the Church!  Vitally, ekklesia is used to describe both the total/
universal church (Mt 16:18) as well as any of the specific local expressions/
congregations thereof (Mt 18:17). 

• Note: whereas (eg) the French eglise is derived from ekklesia, the English word ‘church’ actually 
derives from kyriakos (‘belonging to the Lord’).
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DIVINE CALLING 

CALLED 
OUT FROM 

World  
Darkness 
Aloneness 

CALLED  
INTO 

Kingdom 
Light 

Assembly

“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a dedicated nation, [God’s] own 
purchased, special people, that you may set forth the wonderful deeds and 
display the virtues and perfections of Him Who called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light. “ 1Peter 2:9 (Amp)

Ekklesia
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PETER and his REVELATION
First massive movement/momentum of the ekklesia - Acts 2:36-40

JESUS IS 
LORD AND 
MESSIAH!

REPENT
WHAT 
MUST 

WE DO?
BE 

BAPTISED
RECEIVE 
THE HOLY 

SPIRIT

BE SAVED 
FROM THIS 
CORRUPT 

GENERATION

YOU AND YOUR 
CHILDREN 

ALL WHO ARE 
CALLED

1 proskaleó  
(call to Himself)Revelation Response

2 3
CRUCIAL 

QUESTION! DAVID LYON/ROOTED/CHURCH



OUTCOME?  MEET THE CHURCH!…
So those who accepted his message were baptiSed, and that day about 3,000 people were 
added to them. (AcTs 2:42)

And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread, and to the prayers (42)

Then fear came over everyone, and many wonders and signs were being performed 
through the apostles. (43)

 Now all the believers were together and held all things in common. They sold their 
possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to all, as anyone had a need. 
 Every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the temple complex, and 

broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with a joyful and humble 
attitude, praising God and having favoUr with all the people. (44-47)

And every day the Lord added to them those who were being saved.  (47)

Growth

Growth

Devotion

Wonder

Community
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Acts 2:38 foundations

REPENT

BE  
BAPTISED

RECEIVE 
HOLY 

SPIRIT

“Brothers, what must 
we do?…” (AcTS 2:36) 

“Repent,” Peter said to 
them, “and be baptised, 

each of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38) 

the foundation of repentance from dead works, faith in God, teaching about ritual washings, laying on of hands…. (Heb 6:1)
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Repentance 
• Repentance is a ‘change of mind’ (metanoeó) 

leading to a change of direction.   
• It involves a recognition of sin, a Spirit-enabled 

remorse and a redirection of our lives in which 
we turn away from sin and turn towards God, by 
putting faith in Christ alone and producing “the fruit 
of repentance” (Mt 3:8).   

• Repentance is from “dead works” (Heb 6:1) and is 
therefore always life-giving; it acknowledges that 
Jesus is King and Lord over our lives, and is the 
first step of entering His Kingdom (Jn 3:5).
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BAPTISM • Baptism is a ‘means of grace’, with real 
power to enable new believers to make a 
clean-break from their past (Ac 22:16), burying 
the old man and beginning to live in resurrection 
power (Ro 6:1-14) 

• It’s always by full immersion.   
• Repentance and faith are the preconditions of 

baptism, but otherwise there is no biblical 
warrant for delaying it. It is the expected, 
commanded and immediate next step of all 
who have repented (cf. Ac 8:36, 9: 10:47f, 
16:33, 22:16).
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RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT 
• Receiving the gift of the Spirit is the “baptism 

in the Holy Spirit” that John anticipated (Mt 3:11, 
Mk 1:8, Lk 3:16, Jn 1:33) and Jesus affirmed (Ac 
1:4f).  

• It's a distinct experience, and not the equivalent 
of repentance or water baptism (Ac 9:17, 10:47f).  
By His own baptism in water and the Spirit (Lk 
3:21f, 4:1,14) Jesus sets the example.   

• It is God’s promise and provision for all believers 
(Ac 2:17f, 39), and is repeatedly evidenced in the 
NT by the gift of tongues (Ac 2:4,10:45f, 19:6).  It 
is essential (cf Ac 19:1-2).
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AN EXODUS from slavery

BLOOD OF 
THE LAMB

BAPTISED 
IN WATER

BAPTISED 
IN HOLY SPIRIT

INTO 
PROMISED LAND

RESTORED & 
FORGIVEN

BLOOD OF 
LAMBS 

EX 12:7

DEATH 
PASSED-OVER 

EX 12:13

CROSSING 
RED SEA 

EX 14

LED BY 
CLOUD & FIRE 

EX 13:21

INTO 
PROMISED LAND 

EX 15:17

DAILY BREAD 

EX 16

DAILY BREAD

Now I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, all passed through the sea,  and all 
were baptiSed into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.  They all ate the same spiritual food,  and all drank the same 
spiritual drink. For they drank from a spiritual rock that followed them, and that rock was Christ. 1Co 10:1-4

SLAVES TO 
PHARAOH 

SLAVES TO 
SIN 
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THE 4th DIMENSION

REPENT

BE  
BAPTISED

RECEIVE 
HOLY 

SPIRIT

AND BE ADDED 
TO THE CHURCH!

Then the Lord God 
said, “It is not good 
for the man to be 
alone…"  (Ge 2:18) 

So those who 
accepted his message 
were baptiSed, and 
that day about 3,000 
people were added 
to them.  (ACTS 2:41)

• The Lord adds 
people to His 
Church (Ac 
2:41,47). 

• We’re born from 
above; the work of 
the Spirit (Jn 
3:3-7). 

• But every believer 
should be 
meaningfully added 
and joined to a 
local expression of 
His Church.
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TOTAL SALVATION!
Therefore he 
is able to 
save 
completely 
those who 
come to God 
through him…  
(Heb 7:25, NIV)

REPENT

BE  
BAPTISED

RECEIVE 
HOLY 

SPIRIT

• Repentance saves 
us from eternal 
death - forgiven! 

• Baptism saves us 
from the power of 
the past - freed! 

• Baptism in the 
Spirit saves us  
powerlessness in 
the future - filled! 

• Being added to 
His Church saves 
from being alone - 
functioning!

BE ADDED
DAVID LYON/ROOTED/CHURCH



REPENT

BE 
BAPTISED

RECEIVE 
HOLY 

SPIRIT

Eg: Disciples in Samaria 
(Ac 8:14-17); Disciples in 
Ephesus (Ac 19:14-17) 

Eg: Disciples in Ephesus 
(Ac 19:14-17) 

Eg: Cornelius’s household 
(Ac 10:47-48); Disciples in 

Ephesus (Ac 19:14-17) 

“what must we do?” (AcTS 
2:36)  

PETER: “REPENT, BE BAPTISED, 
RECEIVE THE HOLY 
SPIRIT…” (ACTS 2:38) 

APOSTOLIC TASK: ENSURING NO 
GAPS!…

DAVID LYON/EPHESIANS

APOSTLES: LAY FOUNDATIONS 
UPON WHICH CHURCHES ARE BUILT 

AC 2:42, MATT 16:18 
EPH 2:20, 3:5, GAL 1:8 

1 CoR  4:17, 7:17, 11:16, 14:33

LAYING FOUNDATIONS



TOTAL CHURCH!
Throughout the NT, ekklesia is used to describe both the total/universal church as well as 
any of the specific local expressions/congregations/gatherings thereof (Mt 18:17).  Eg:

UNIVERSE

HOUSE

REGION CITY

• The Church universal - Mt 16:18, Eph 1:22, etc. 

• The Church in a region - Ac 9:31, 1Co 16:19 

• The Church in a city - Mt 18:17, Ac 11:22, 2Co 
1:1, 1Th 1:1, 2Th 1:1, etc. 

• The Church in a home - Ro 16:5, 1Co 16:19, Col 
4:15, Phlm 1:2 

VITAL: It’s the same ekklesia wherever it’s gathered.  
Each local expression is not a fragment of the whole, 
but rather the whole church (in formation, nature and 
mission) expressed in a locality.  Not ‘a local church’ 
but rather ‘the Church localised’.
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ONE CHURCH 
• There is only ONE CHURCH (1Co 12:13, Eph 4:4).  Jesus is building 

His Church (Mt 16:18), not many churches, 
• The ONLY distinction between local expressions found in the NT is on 

the basis of their geography or place (region, city, home…)  
• Denominational, sectarian or tribal names and designations are at 

best unbiblical and at worse divisive. 
• Because of this inherent unity of the Spirit (Eph 4:3), we must oppose 

‘denominationalism’, which divides the Church by claiming an identity 
based on something less than the beautiful whole.
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“NOTHING IN THE 
THOUGHT OF GOD 
IS LOCAL, 
DEPARTMENTAL, 
SEPARATE OR 
INDEPENDENT.…  

DAVID LYON/ROOTED/CHURCH

…IN THE THOUGHT OF 
GOD EVERYTHING TO 

DO WITH HIS CHURCH 
IS UNIVERSAL, 

RELATIVE, 
INTERDEPENDENT; 

THE CHURCH IS ONE…” 

T AUSTIN SPARKS, 
1888-1971 



ONE CHURCH, MANY PICTURES  

BODY 
Eph 1:22-23 

BUILDING 
Eph 2:19-22

ARMY 
Eph 6:13

FAMILY 
Eph 3:14

BRIDE 
Eph 5:25-27

• Although the Church is ‘ONE’, multiple complementary pictures are 
necessary, to convey its multi-faceted aspects and dimensions (Eph 3:10)  

• Each metaphor/image is corporate and reveals the church as a community 
• Each points to Jesus as the source - Head, Builder, Commander, Firstborn 

Son, Groom, etc…

PLUS: City, Flock, Priesthood, Vineyard, etc..
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“KEYS OF THE KINGDOM”…
• On both occasions in the Gospels where 

Jesus speaks of the ekklesia He proceeds 
immediately to assure us that we have 
power (keys) to “bind” and “loose” things 
on earth… 

• This is a fundamental ministry of the 
Church. 

• The things we can bind/loose on earth are 
those things “already bound/loosed” in 
heaven.  We must therefore understand 
what heaven is like in order to see things 
“on earth as in heaven”.

I WILL GIVE 
YOU THE KEYS 

OF THE 
KINGDOM 

MT 16:19

WHATEVER 
YOU BIND IS  

ALREADY 
BOUND 

MT 16:19 
MT 18:18

WHATEVER 
YOU LOOSE IS  

ALREADY 
LOOSED 

MT 16:19 
MT 18:18
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So then you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with 

the saints, and members of God’s household, built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as the cornerstone.  The 

whole building, being put together by Him, grows into a holy sanctuary in the 

Lord.  You also are being built together for God’s dwelling in the Spirit.   

EPH 2:19-22 

BUILDING HIS HOUSE



DESIGN: FOUNDATIONAL MINISTRIES
• Jesus is THE foundation of His Church and it’s our revelation of and 

response to Him that secures our place in it (Mt 16:18, Ac 2:36-41). 
• But Jesus also lays other foundations alongside Him in His building work - 

Apostles and Prophets (Eph 2:20) 
• They are ‘foundational’ because of the revelatory nature of their gift (Eph 

3:5); they secure the churches in doctrine (Ac 2:42) and in practice.   
• Apostles and prophets are functionally “first” and “second" (1Co 12:28) in 

the planting, building and establishing of the churches. They lay 
foundations so others can build upon them (1Co 3:10). 

• They function together (2Pe 3:2), bringing “wisdom” and “understanding” 
so that the House can be filled with treasures! (cf. Pr 24:3-4)
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DESIGN: FILLED WITH HIS SPIRIT
• The Church is “God’s dwelling in the Spirit” (Eph 2:20, HCSB) - also “a 

dwelling place for God by the Spirit” (ESV), “a dwelling in which God lives 
by his Spirit” (NIV) - the primary expression and manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit in the earth. 

• Every expression of the Church (in a city or in a home) should be 
characterised not only by His transforming fruit (Gal 5:22f), but also by His 
dynamic gifts (1Co 12:7ff). 

• To sideline or suppress these charismatic expressions is to dishonour the 
Spirit and to disfigure and disable the Body.   
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And He personally gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 

some pastors and teachers, for the training of the saints in the work of 

ministry, to build up the body of Christ, until we all reach unity in the faith and 

in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into a mature man with a stature 
measured by Christ’s fullness. 

EPH 4:11-13 

BUILDING-UP HIS BODY



DESTINY: FUNCTIONAL UNITY
• It is the task and function of the fivefold Gifts of the ascended Christ to 

train the saints and build-up the Body (Eph 4:12). 
• And the GOAL of this is so that we “reach unity in the faith” and in our 

“knowledge of God’s Son” and grow in maturity, until we attain “a statute 
measured by Christ’s fulness” (Eph 4:13). 

• These Gifts are the antidote to denominationalism and ecumenicalism: 
unity of faith comes not by finding our ‘lowest common denominator’ but 
by recognising and releasing these precious Gifts to function as Jesus 
intends!… 

• The Church is already ONE in the Spirit (Eph 4:3); and enabling a ‘one-
ness’ in the faith is the task and function of these Gifts…
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DESTINY: FULNESS & STATURE
• The fivefold Gifts are given to the Church by Jesus as part-and-parcel of His 

plan for our destiny… 
• Our ultimate unity and maturity will be evidenced by attaining “a statute 

measured by Christ’s fulness” (Eph 4:13); or "attaining to the whole measure 
of the fullness of Christ” (NIV), “measuring up to the full and complete 
standard of Christ” (NLT) 

• The word is pleroma meaning ‘completeness, full-measure, abundance, 
entirety; dense, thick, full-pressed.’  It is used several times by Paul in 
Ephesians and Colossians to unveil the cosmic plan!!… 
• All of God in Christ (Col 1:19, 2:9); and  
• All of Christ in His Church (Eph 1:23, 3:19, 4:13); so that  
• The whole universe will be filled with Christ! (Eph 4:10)
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